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Youth Opportunities High School

–FACT SHEET–
Who are we?

Youth Opportunities High School (YOHS) is located in Watts and is a campus of the Los Angeles Education Corps, a WASC-accredited charter school.   Founded in September 2000, YOHS operates within the Mafundi Building, which was built after the 1965 civil unrest in Watts with the goal of providing neighborhood youth with a safe community center wherein they could participate in artistic and educational activities.  YOHS is an extension of this original mission and operates as a collaborative between the charter school and the following community-based organizations:  LA Conservation Corps, the City of Los Angeles’ Youth Opportunities Movement, and Shields for Families.  

What does our school look like?
YOHS is a small learning community of approximately 70 students.  Class sizes are small (approximately 15 students per class).  Students attend school year-round (three 4-month trimesters), which affords them an opportunity to catch up on missing credits.   YOHS serves high school students between the ages of 14-17 who typically have not experienced success in their larger, more traditional neighborhood high schools.  Besides small class sizes, YOHS offers a supportive, warm, relational atmosphere with an intensive back-to-the-basics approach coupled with an emphasis on the arts and community leadership.  In addition to core subjects such as math, language arts, history, and science, students are also engaged in artistic activities such as drama and/or fine arts, and they also have the opportunity to gain paid work experience on the weekends through working with the LA Conservation Corps as junior park rangers and other similar positions.  
What is our success rate?
Although our students may typically come to us with academic and credit deficiencies, YOHS has been effective in reaching these students and pulling them up to where they need to be to graduate and move on to college.  Since the California High School Exit Exam became a graduation requirement in 2006, YOHS has boasted a senior class passing rate of over 90%!  Furthermore, our Academic Performance Index (API) score exceeds that of our larger neighborhood high schools by over 100 points.  And over 70% of our graduates move on to college and/or a vocational training school.
What is our mission?
Youth Opportunities High School seeks to create a safe, family environment that meets the educational and personal needs of our students through…

· small class sizes

· emphasis on core academic skills

· counseling, guidance, and mentorship

· environmental awareness, community leadership, and artistic endeavor

Noel Trout, Executive Director


Kianna Nesbit, Education Manager


Jesse Castellanos, Dean of Students
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An extension of the Los Angeles Education Corps


Youth Opportunities High School


A WASC-accredited charter high school


1827 East 103rd Street, Los Angeles, CA 90002


T: 323.249.7845		F:  323.249.1170





If you or someone you know would be interested in enrolling, please call the school for our next available orientation and enrollment dates:  (323) 249-7845.  Thank you (
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